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EGG PRODUCTION DOWN IN FEBRUARY 2010

by Alarice Fenton

Figure 1: Bar Chart of Dozens of Eggs Produced in February 2009 and 2010
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Source: Statistics Department, Montserrat

The production of all goods and services in any economy is measured by the Gross
Domestic Product or GDP. The farming of poultry (chicken, ducks, turkey, etc)
and the production of eggs are some of the economic activities included in the
Agriculture Sector’s contribution to GDP.

In February 2010, four poultry farmers on Montserrat produced 2,996 dozens eggs.
This represented a 24.6% decline on the 3,973 dozens produced in February 2009,
by the same number of farmers.

The decline in the egg production was partly due to the fact that the output of the
new poultry farmers was not at the levels of two farmers who exited the market dur-
ing 2009. It was also possible that in addition to differences in flock sizes, the feed-
ing habits, the age and productivity levels of the layers, and the climate may have
adversely affected local egg production in February 2010.

The cost to poultry farmers for producing one dozen eggs was EC$12.50, while the
average household spent 81 cents more on average (EC$13.31) for a dozen eggs in

February 2010.
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STATISTICS

made simple
by Siobhan Tuitt

THE MODE

In our previous article it was established
that the mean, a measure of central
influenced by

tendency, is usually

outliers - which are observations that
differ widely from the rest of the data.
In contrast, the Mode, which is the
value that occurs most often in the
insensitive  to

dataset, is generally

outliers.

The mode may be used to describe
discrete data, in other words data that
can be placed into distinct categories.
So for example if one wanted to find
the favourite colour of students from a
selection of options: red, blue, green or
purple, neither the mean nor the
median are useful measures of central
Let’s say that the typical
blood group (A, O, B, AB) across

different ethnic groups on Montserrat

tendency.

was required. It would not be correct
to add the number of persons having
Type A blood to the number of persons
with Type B Blood and so on to
calculate a mean.  Neither would it
useful to order the numbers of persons
with the different blood groups and
then select the median blood group type
The mode

would be the best measure of central

as the typical blood group.

tendency here.

The number of tests conducted at the St
John’s Hospital was obtained for 2006
and 2007. The data revealed that the
average test conducted in 2006 was a

hematology test. Note that the mode is
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FUEL SURCHARGE AT 62 CENTS IN FEB 2010

Figure 2: Line Graph of Monthly Index for Gas, Electricity & Water 2009-2010
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Source: Statistics Department, Montserrat
In February 2010, the sub index for Gas, Electricity and Water category recorded a
13.8% increase when compared to February 2009. This was mainly due to an increase
of 0.14 cents in fuel surcharge, which is calculated on the number of kilowatts consumed
by the customer. In addition to other factors the fuel surcharge takes into account the
price of diesel on the commodities market.

Another commodity that is monitored is Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG). The increase of
0.31 cents from EC$1.45 to EC$1.76 per pound also contributed to the increase in the
The cost of Water remained at EC$18.00 per 1000 gallon. There was no

change in the costs in the reviewed period.

sub-index.

“Gas, Electricity & Water” is one of the seven categories used to compute the overall
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for Montserrat. The CPI measures the change over time in
the prices of goods and services purchased by the average household for consumption
purposes.

This

What was the average

not the frequency (22,806), but the category with the most frequent observations.
category includes blood count tests and blood group type tests.
test conducted at the St John’s Hospital in 20077

Figure 3: Bar Charts of Tests by Discipline at St John’s Hospital 2006 - 2007
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Source: Statistics Department, Montserrat




