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MONTSERRAT 

STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS 

S.R.O. 18 OF 2026 

THE HUMANITARIAN AND EMERGENCY SERVICE MEDAL 

REGULATIONS 

THE HUMANITARIAN AND EMERGENCY SERVICE MEDAL 

REGULATIONS 2026 MADE BY THE PREMIER UNDER SECTION 

24(1) OF THE NATIONAL HONOURS AND AWARDS ACT (CAP. 

13.11). 

PART 1 PRELIMINARY 

1. Citation and commencement 

(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Humanitarian and 

Emergency Service Medal Regulations, 2026. 

(2) These Regulations are deemed to come into force on 16 April, 

2026.  

2. Definitions 

In these Regulations— 

“clasp” means a device that denotes the declared operation or 

nationally-significant emergency for which the Medal 

was awarded; 

“Committee” means the National Honours and Awards 

Committee established under section 4 of the National 

Honours and Awards Act (Cap. 13.11); 

“humanitarian service” means service giving immediate remedy 

or action to assist needy or distressed persons in order 

to sustain the life and dignity of those persons; 

“Medal” means the Humanitarian and Emergency Service Medal 

awarded under regulation 4; 

“Medal for significant service” means the Humanitarian and 

Emergency Service Medal awarded under sub 

regulation 4 (2); 

“Medal for sustained service, for a nationally-significant 

emergency or overseas humanitarian service ” 

means the Humanitarian and Emergency Service 
Medal awarded under sub regulation 4 ; 
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“nationally-significant emergency” has the meaning given by 

regulation 3; 

“organisation” means— 

(a) a class of persons included in, or operating under the 

auspices of— 

(i) a Montserrat government organisation; or 

(ii) a Montserrat non-government organisation; or 

(iii) a foreign government organisation; or 

(vi) a foreign non-government organisation; or 

(v) an international organisation; or 

(vi) an international non-government organisation; or 

(b) a contingent to, or a component of, an organisation 

mentioned in subparagraphs (a) (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v) and 

(vi); or   

(c) a class of persons declared by the Premier, in writing, on 

the recommendation of the Committee, to be an 

organisation for the purposes of these Regulations;  

“service” includes paid and unpaid service; 

“significant service” means service that the Committee decides is 

significant; and  

“sustained service, for a nationally-significant emergency or 

overseas humanitarian service,” means the type and 

duration of service advised by the Committee. 

PART 2 AWARD OF MEDAL 

3. Nationally-significant emergency or declared operations 

(1) For these Regulations, each of the following emergencies is a 

nationally-significant emergency— 

(a) Volcanic Crisis of July 1995 to July 1998; 

(b) an emergency declared to be a nationally-significant 

emergency under sub-regulation (2). 

(2) The Premier may, on the recommendation of the Committee, 

declare, in writing, another emergency to be a nationally-

significant emergency for the purpose of these Regulations. 

(3) The Premier may, on the recommendation of the Committee, 

declare, in writing, an operation to be an overseas humanitarian 

service if it occurs or occurred—  
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(a) in a specified hazardous area overseas,  at a time when 

civilians or refugees are exposed to a situation that causes, 

or has the potential to cause, death or significant distress is, 

or has been, carried out by, or under the auspices of, an 

organisation; and  

(b) in dangerous circumstances overseas, that is, circumstances 

in which persons are, or were, exposed to the risk of death 

or significant harm.  

(4) The Minister must not make a recommendation under sub-

regulation (2) unless— 

(a) the emergency happened in Montserrat; and 

(b) the emergency happened during the previous 3 years; and 

(c) the Minister has received advice from the Committee about 

whether the emergency should be declared a nationally-

significant emergency. 

(5) A declaration under sub-regulation (2) must state the following in 

relation to the nationally-significant emergency— 

(a) the name by which the nationally-significant emergency is 

to be known for the purpose of these Regulations; 

(b) the geographical area in Montserrat where the emergency 

happened; 

(c) the day on which the emergency began; 

(d) the duration of the emergency; 

(e) the minimum duration and type of service required to 

qualify for the award of the Medal for sustained service. 

(6) A declaration under sub-regulation (3) must specify the following 

in relation to the declared operation— 

(a) the name by which the operation is to be known for the 

purpose of these Regulations; 

(b) the geographical extent of the hazardous area; 

(c) the dates during which the operation occurred or, if the 

operation is continuing, the date when the operation 

commenced;  

(d) the organisation, or organisations, service with which is 

eligible service; 

(e) the period within which each such organisation participated 

in the operation or, if the participation is continuing, the 

date when the participation commenced;  
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(f) the qualifying period of service required to be given by a 

member of an organisation to be eligible for an award of 

the Medal; 

(g) whether the period of qualifying service must be calculated 

as continuous service or may be aggregated from several 

periods of service in one or more organisations; 

(h) whether inspection visits may be counted as humanitarian 

service, and any special conditions attaching to calculation 

of that service. 

4. Eligible service 

(1)  A person gives eligible service during a nationally-significant 

emergency, if that service— 

(a) was part of the response efforts to the nationally-significant 

emergency; and 

(b) assisted with protecting lives and property; and 

(c) as a member of an organisation so specified; and 

(d) is for the qualifying period so specified; and 

(e) is within the period of the overall response; and 

(f) is within the period of each relevant organisation's 

participation; or 

(h) was extraordinary. 

(2)  A person gives eligible service if the person gives humanitarian 

service— 

(a) in the hazardous area specified under sub-regulation 3 (5) 

or 3 (6) in relation to that declared operation (in this 

regulation called the specified hazardous area); and 

(b) as a member of an organisation so specified; and 

(c) for the qualifying period so specified; and 

(d) within the period of the overall operation; and 

(e) within the period of each relevant organisation's 

participation. 

(3)  Service may be eligible service whether the service was paid or 

unpaid. 

(4)  A declaration under sub-regulation 3 (3) may also specify, in 

relation to the declared operation, conditions about ineligibility for 

an award of the Medal, including specifying that a person, 
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or a person included in a specified class of persons, is not eligible 

for an award of the Medal if— 

(a) the person has previously received, or is entitled to, an 

award of another medal for the person's service in the same 

operation; or 

(b) the person (whether in the specified hazardous area as a 

refugee or resident) is a locally-engaged member of the 

staff of an organisation in that area; or  

(c) the person is, or is an employee of, a commercial contractor 

to an organisation in the specified hazardous area.  

(5)  In making a recommendation under regulation 5, the Committee 

may treat as eligible service a period of service by a person that is 

shorter than the qualifying period if— 

(a) the person's service was terminated, because of death, 

disability or illness of the person due to that service, before 

the qualifying period was completed; and 

(b) in the opinion of the Committee, the person would have 

completed the qualifying period, but for the termination. 

5. Award of Medal 

(1)  The Premier may, on the recommendation of the Committee, 

award to a person who has given: 

(a) sustained service during a nationally-significant emergency 

the Medal and a clasp denoting the nationally-significant 

emergency. 

(b) significant service during a nationally-significant 

emergency the Medal and a clasp denoting the nationally-

significant emergency. 

(c) significant service during a declared operation the Medal 

and a clasp denoting that declared operation. 

(2)  If a person— 

(a) has been awarded the Medal and a clasp under these 

Regulations; and 

(b) has given sustained service or significant service or 

declared operation during another nationally-significant 

emergency or declared operation; 

the Premier may award to the person the Medal in the form of a 

clasp denoting the nationally-significant emergency or declared 

operation. 
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PART 3 THE MEDAL AND CLASP 

8. Design of the Medal and clasp 

(1) The design of the Medal, or of a clasp is as follows. 

a. Observe. The Humanitarian and Emergency Service Medal 

shall consist of a circular bronze medal, on the 

obverse the Montserrat Coat of Arms with the 

inscription “MONTSERRAT A People of 

Excellence Moulded by Nature Nurtured of God”. 

b. Reverse. The Reverse features a Heliconia flower with the 

inscription “Humanitarian and Emergency Service”. 

c. The Riband. The colours of the ribbon are orange, green, white, 

orange, white, green and orange. 

9. Wearing of the Medal and clasp 

The Medal, or a clasp, must be worn as a pendant from a riband 

and attached to the left breast of the outer garment and takes 

precedence over all other decorations except the United Kingdom 

Honours, the Order of National Hero, the Order of Excellence, and 

the Order of Merit. 

 

Made by the Premier this 2nd day of June, 2026. 

 

 

(Sgd.) Reuben Meade 

Premier 

 

 

Published by exhibition by the Cabinet Secretary at the Office of the Legislature, 

Farara Plaza, Brades, MSR1110, this 2nd day of June, 2026. 

 

 

(Sgd.) Camille Gerald  

for Cabinet Secretary 

 
 


